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Of  late  the  DUblic  has  heard  rruch  with  regard  to  the 
financial  distress  of  the  University.  For  the  past  year  and  more  statements 
have  been  issued  by  the  Board  of  Governors  announcing  that  during  the 
present  academic  year  there  would  be  a  large  deficit.  They  trace  this 
to  several  causes.  The  decrease  in  succession  duties,  the  University 
share  of  which  fell  frofi  1500,000  in  1909—10  to  $423,000  in  1912—13.  At 
the  same  time  ttncre  has  be?<n  a  steady  increase  in  tne  amount  of  annual 
interest  and  sinking  fund  on  the  University  debentures  issued  to  erect  new 
buildings.  Thtse-grew  from  over  $25,000  in  ldlO  to  $66,000  in  the 
Dresent  year.  Tnese  annual  payments  are  the  first  charge  on  the 
maintenance  account.  At  the  same  time  the  University  has  beun  Growing 
and  as  in  all  other  institutions  sinenses  have  been  rising.  The  result 
is  that  during  the  current  year  there  is  a  deficit  of  over  $60,000. 

These  facts  have  been  laid  before  the  Government  and  witn 
tneir  p®r.iriss'ion  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Governors  and  tne  President 
of  tne  University  address^the  Bouse  in  Committee  setting  before  them  the 
present  situation  of  the  University.  We  understand  that  the  Government 
has  placed  the  sum  of  $80,000  in  the  Supplementary  estimates  to  meet  the 
oresent  deficit,  tut  that  relieves  tne  situation  only  till  June  30th  of 
the  Dresent  year.  vVith  tne  first  of  July  a  new  academic  year-  opens:,  and 

estimates  have  to  be  prepared  at  once.  <Ve  are  informed  that  tne  Governors 
announced  to  the  Government  that  as  the  reserve  had  now  te?<n  exhausted  it 
would  be  necessary  to  provide  $120,000  for  tne  maintenance  of  the  forthcominj 
year  even  if  tne  University  is  to  have  no  definite  expansion.  The  Governor! 
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pointed  out  that  in  the  future  the  annual  maintenance  of  the  University 
and  the  building  programme  should  be  kept  separate  and  that  they  should 
have  at  their  disposal  a  yearly  increasing  amount  to  meet  the  growing 
retirements  of  the  University,  to  do  justice  to  the  staff  and  the  teaching. 
At  the  same  time  the  pressure  for  space  not  only  continues  but  increases 
and  demands  that  have  been  made  now  for  several  years  must  soon  be  met. 

They  outlined  a  building  programme  whicn  snoula  be  completed  in  the  next 
five  or  six  years  involving  a  capital  outlay  of  nearly  a  million  and  a  half 
dollars.  Of  this  amount  two  items  are  of  pressing  necessity,  one  of 
$100,000  is  the  University  share  for  the  gymnasium  in  the*  new  Hart  House:, 
wnicn  is  being  erected  by  the  Massey  Estate  on  a  very  generous  scale;  the°^ne 
of  $100,000  for  tne  completion  of  the  Faculty  of  Education  building  and 
Schools.  The  financing  of  these  tuilding  operations:,  nowever,  could 

not  be  done  by  tne  grant  of  $120,000  for  the  maintenance  of  the  coming  year. 
It  would  have  to  stand  by  itself. 

These  demands  of  the  University  at  first  sight  may  seem  to  be 
very  large'  ,  but  a  comparison  with  other  Universities,  which  is  given  in 
another  part  of  this  journal  shows  that  the  University  of  Toronto  is  being 
conducted  on  a  scale  that  is  auite  low  for  what  is  possible  for  a  first 
class  institution.  Tne  difference  in  expense  for  the  conduct  of 
Universities  on  both  sides  of  the  line  must  necessarily  be  very  similar. 

A  University  of  the  first  class  will  cost  nearly  the  same  in  the  United 
States  and  in  Canada.  Tne  auestion  therefore  simply  is  whether  the 
Province  is  to  have  a  University  of  the  first  class  and  one  that  can  De 
parallel  with  the  great  institutions  south  of  the  line  or  whether  we  are 
to  have  one  or  more  second  class  institutions.  The  University  cannot 
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long  continue  as  it  is  without  being  so  injured  that  it  cannot  naini-ain 
its  present  advantageous  position.  It  is  nruch  easier  to  reduce  an 
institution  to  a  second  order  than  it  is  to  bring  it  up  again  to  the  first 
order.  At  present  the  University  of  Toronto  is  rapidly  becoming  an 
institution  of  the  first  order  in  all  its  faculties,  and  this  fact  we 
believe  is  appreciated  by  the  Frovince.  If  the  University  were  to  be 
reduced  to  the  second  order,  an  exodus  would  set  in  to  the  Universities 
of  the  first  class  in  the  United  States.  The  best  students  vould  be 
drawn  off  to  Chicago,  Michigan,  Cornell,  Pennsylvania  and  Harvard,  because 
tnere  is  probably  a  larger  proportion  of  the  youth  of  this  Frovince  than 
of  any  other  part  of  this  continent  which  nrust  get  a  professional  training 
of  the  highest  standard:,  and  wnen  these  will  have  once  gone  they  will 
rercain  for  the<  nost  part  in  the  country  in  which  they  have  been  finally 
educated.  Toftday  we  see  the  result  of  this  in  the  rrany  institutions  of  the 
United  States  which  have  graduates  of  Canadian  Universities  on  their  staffs, 
and  also  in  the  professions  in  tne  large  cities  of  the  Republic.  It  is 
therefore  essent-ial^fct  the  welfare  of  this  Province  and  of  the  Dorrinion 
that  the  University  continue  to  be  rraintained  at  the  highest  possible 
standard  and  that  we  develop  in  such  a  way  as  to  give  the  youth  of  the 

Frovince  the  best  advantages. 

/ 

It  is  replied,  nowever,  that  there  are  institutions  in  the 
Province  that  are  now  demanding  Gcvernnent  help.  It  is  not  our  intention 
to  express  any  opinion  as  to  how  far  these  deuands  nay  be  net  except  to 
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say  that  there  nust  be  at  least  one  University  of  the  first  order  in  this 
Frovince,  the  Provincial  University.  If  other  Colleges  or  Universities 
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are  to  receive  help  it  snould  be  given  on  the  condition  that  there  is  no 
unnecessary  reduplication  of  expensive  professional  teaching,  tnat 
there  should  be  no  waste  of  the  resources  of  the  Frovince  in  tne  second 
best  way  in  several  places  what  the  Frovince  can  only  afford  to  do  in  the 
very  best  way  in  one  dace,  and  that  if  noney  is  to  be  given  to  various 
institutions  of  higher  learning  as  far  as  possible  the  sane  standard  of 
work  should  be  rraintained  in  those  institutions  that  are  receiving  such 
Governnrent  aid. 


September  22nd,  1913 
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President  Murray, 

University  of  Saskatchewan. 

Vy  hear  Murray: 

Mr.  Prebner  tells  ire  that  he  has  written  to  thei  young 
lady  to  when  you  refer  asking  for  none  information.  He  is  of  opinion 
that  there  will  be  some  subjects  that  she  would  have  to  make  ud  from  the 
earlier  years.  However:,  the  Committee  will  T  atT  sure  ho  the  best  for 
ner  that  is  in  their  power.  Possibly  if  she  understands  that  the  fourth 
year  here  involves  nretty  hard  work  she  may  think  it  will  give  her  too 
little  chance  to  see  Toronto  and  enloy  life. 

T  have  been  intending  to  write  to  you  for  some  time,  but 
strange  to  say  there  has  been  no  sDare  time  since  I  got  back.  We  are 
getting  our  arrangements  comole ted  for  thei  ooening  of  the  term  next  Tuesday, 
and  there  are  a  good  many  odds  and  ends  to  be  attended  to.  I  shall  write 
you  later  at  more  length  on  oersonal  matters  and  try  to  make  a  letter  worth 
reading  out  of  it. 

With  kind  regards,  I  am, 

Yours  sincerely, 


President. 


President  Murray,  April  1st,  1914 

University  of  Saskatchewan. 

My  near  Murray: 

Where  you  are  T  do  not  know,  because  there  has  teen  a 

letter  lying  on  rr y  desk  addressed  to  you  iron  tne  University  of  Saskatchewar 

for  the  last  few  days.  However,  •!  will  write  to  you  in  case  you  nave  not 

left  horre.  Tne  primary  cause  of  ny  writing  is  to  ask  you  on  cenalf  of 

Silas  VcBeei,  Editor  of  the  "Constructive  Quarterly"  of  New  York,  to  write 

biti  an  article  for  nis  SetpeiTber  issue  on  tne  proposed  union  of  cnurcnes 

in  Canada.  T  do  not  know  whether  or  not  you  nave  seen  the  "Constructive 

Quarterly":,  tut  I  arr  sending  you  a  copy  in  wnicn  you  will,  see  tneir  ainrs. 

I  told  tne  editor  tnat  T  knew  you  well,  and  tne  fact  tnat  you  are  a  laynran 

and  hold  an  educational  position  in  the  .Vest  appeals  to  nirr  very  strongly. 

He  would  have  to  receive  tne  article  ty  the  first  of  June.  You  are  the 

one  nraii  in  Canada  to  do  it  for  such  a  Quarterly,  and  I  nope  that  you  will 
* 

do  it.  I  arr  also  writing  to  Archtisnoo  Matneson  tor  a  second  article 
that  he  wants  later,  but  yours  will  te  the  long  add  important  one. 

I  hope  to  see  you  down  before  I  go  away.  Strange  to  say 
we  are  going  across  the  water  tnis  suirrrer  to  Sweden  and  Norway.  I  do  not 
leave  till  the  rriddle  of  June:,  but  Mr3.  ¥  sails  on  the  2cth  of  May  for 
Stockholm,  where  she  is  to  be  a  delegate  to  a  Y.. Wu'G. A •  rreeting. 

I  hope  that  you  nave  got  through  your  session  satisfactorily. 

We  are  iu3t  in  the  deep  waters  of  financial  distress.  Yesterday  afternooi 

Sir  Bdrrund  Walker  Walker  and  I  rret  tne  nerrbers  of  the  Legislature,  and  left 

then  T  arr  sure,  with  an  idiia  of  tne  seriousness  of  tne  situation. 


.Vhat  the 


(President  Murray) 
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April  1st,  1914 


outcorre  is  to  te  I  cannot  tell:,  but  you  iray  imagine  that  it  is  not  all 
nlain  sailing  just  at  present. 

Morton  left  last  night  for  Vancouver.  T  suDbose  you  rray  see 
nirr  before  he  coires  back. 

Be  sure  and  write  the  article,  and  will  you  write  to  Silas  McBee 
hinself,  200  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York,  and  let  h i rr  know  wnat  you  are  going 
to  do  ? 

Yours  sincerely. 


President. 


May  lbth,  1914 


President  Murray, 

University  of  Saskatchewan. 

My  near  Murray: 

You  probably  Know  by  this  t i rrte  that  I  have  agreed  to  tne 

urgent  reoresentation  of  tne  Alberta  Goveirnirent  to  take  tne  C  hair  mans  n  i  d 

of  tne  Co  [Mission  on  wnicn  you  ana  Mackenzie  have  agreed  to  act.  Pad  you 

not  teen  on  it  1  ao  not  think  I  should  have  acted,  but  our  Governors  are 

we 

oi  opinion  that  it  is  a  service  whicnAought  to  render  to  tne  new  Province 
if  we  can.  It  means  cutting  a  week  off  try  holiday,  but  I  none  to  be  in 
Pdnonton  cy  Septenber  om. 

have  you  any  suggestions  as  to  now  we  should  rroceed?  I 
nave  asked  Mr.  Boyle  to  provide  information  with  regard  to  the  schools  of 
tne  Province,  ard  tne  districts  from  which  the  university  population  will 
be  drawn:  also,  for  a  full  account  of  the  growth  of  tne  University.  If 
there  is  ar.ytning  that  you  think  of,  Dleass  let  me  know  ? 

I  am  leaving  nere  on  the  14tn  of  June.  You  will  be  glad 
to  near  that  we  have  given  an  honorary  degree  to  Chief  Justice  Haul  tain, 
cut  ne  will  not  be  down  to  get  it  until  next  June.  I  none  everything  is 
going  well  with  you. 

Yours  sincerely, 


President. 


Jane  Bin,  1&14 


President  Murray, 

University  of  Saskatchewan. 

My  dear  Murray*: 

Many  thanks  for  your  letter.  I  expect  to  sail  back 
on  the  19th  of  August  and  to  reach  Fdmonton  about  the  ora  of  Sent, sneer . 

T  hone  that  a  week  will  be  sufficient  for  us.  Until  1  have  seen  the 
situation  and  know  the  facts  I  cannot  torn  any  opinion,  but  you  are  so 
near  and  so  rtany  of  your  conditions  are  similar  to  those  in  Alberta  that 
your  judSrrent  will  be  of  the  'greatest  value. 

I  need  a  rest  ar;a  intend  to  do  practically  nothing  for 
the  wxxt  two  .Tenths.  By  the  end  of  this  week  I  none  to  have  tiost  of  the 
business  coirplet.ea  ana  to  go  away  with  a  certain  ireasure  cl  ireedo®.  I 
hope  that  you  also  will  get  a  decent  holiday,  though  if  you  rerrain  in 
Saskatchewan  I  an  afraid  that  tnis  will  not  be  the  case.  To-day  Mrs. 
Falconer  should  arrive!  in  Stccknoln,  ana  I  nope  to  join  her  about  tne 
third  of  July. 

With  kind  regards  to  you  and  yours, 

I  air, 

Yours  sincerely, 


Fresidemt 


C/A 


June  Utft,  1&14 
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President  Murray,, 

University  ct  Saskatchewan. 

Vy  aear  Vurray1: 

i  an  leaving  to-Jiorrow  for  Europe  and  sail  cack  cy  tfte 
"Victoria nr"  on  August  19th. 

On  rcy  return  snculn  we  go  direct  tc  £g nonton  first  ?  II 
tnink  !I  can  arrive  there  on  tne  2nd  cf  September;,  or  tne  third  at  the  latest. 
'It  will  probably  be  riant  for  us  tc  sem  the  Government  first.  Vy  clan  now 
is  to  takei  tne  0. ft. R .  to  Ainriceg  on  the  nignt  of  August  29,  if  coss.ible;, 
ana  tnen  to  take  tne  G.Tu  F.  troT  .Vinci  cog  tc  F'dircnton.  Pew  would  that 
suit  ? 

Vy  permanent  aadress  i$  care  cf  tne  Canadian  Bank  of  Commerce;, 
2  Lontarc  Street;,  5i.C.!,  [cnaon.  Tney  will  forwara  letters  tor  !ie. 

i  saw  Vorton  two  or  tnree  aays  ago  ana  he  told  me  that  he 
tnought  you  looked  tired.  You  certainly  3houla  nave  a  holiday.  You  cannot 
go  on  workina  a3  you  ao  without  a  rest  auite  away  from  your  work. 

With  kina  regards  to  all;, 

!I  a  nl, 

.Yours  sincerely, 


President. 


